The First class consisted of the British edu-
cated who were British instruments for adminis-
trative purposes, men who as officers bullied their
own people and played flunkeys to their foreign
masters.
The Second class consisted of a small British
created mercantile class standing aloof from their
people in the pride of new-gotten wealth which
was unknown to the rich of the Pre-British
period; the unconscious middlemen! of British
business who flourished on the leavings which
remained in their hands after the bulk of India's
wealth passed into British hands.
The man of learning, who stuck to the older edu-
cation, the martial races, which clung to the old tradi-
tion, the artizans who formed the strength of the old
cottage industries, and the farmers, the backbone of the
society were forced down the scale of life; their skill,
vitality and strength were reduced to utter helpless-
ness. Struggle for existence in consequence has been
rendered terrific in a land of plenty. The joy and
contentment which were ours in pre-British ages
has gone.
And that is why there is universal bitterness
against Britain, and an equally acute and universal
hunger for Swaraj.
But it would be scarcely fair to attribute to Bri-
tain a sinister deep laid design to destroy India car-
ried through a century and a half. Prom 1787 to
1857 was a period of unstinted loot at the hands of
the shameless successors of Drake. Since 1857 there
was a change. Rapacity gave place to a two-fold
process: a pious attempt to raise India and a deter-
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